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Tcstimony for the |abor Committee on Paid Sick Dags legislation:

Ywrite in regarc!s to !egislation Providingworkcrs with Pai& sick leave, | think it is
Part%cular|3 imPortant to suPPort the bill this year because it is an issue that has been

atfecti ngme for mangy years and it cannot wait any longer.

Last year ! had two part ’cimejobﬁJ both in the food service industrg, which did not
give me any Paid sick days at all.

An unfortunate aspect of not Having Pai& sick cﬂags is that | cannot take care of my
children when theg are sick. However | am one of few Pf:o[ale {uckg enoug]—m to have a
very suPPor’cive gamilg who Ee]Ps me take care of my chi]clren, | dor't know what |
wouid do without them.

Last year one of my co-workers took time off because he caug]‘rt the flu at work. M}j
boss cut his hours and even now he doesr’t have as many hours as he did before
because he took time off from work to recover from his fliness and wanted to Punish
him. Instances like this make me afraid of taking time off from work when | am sick. |
never missed work because | worried about Iosing mgjobs. | couldm’t even take my

daughter tothe emergency room without Fearing that my bosses will cut my hours.

Not on]y does not ha\)ing Paicl sick dags prevent me from taldng care of my children
when theg are sick but also it makes it hard for me to schedule regu[ar appointments
with the doctor for them. Fortuna’ce[g my sister or my mother is able to make their
aPPoin’cments and take them to their aPPointments.

In one instance two years ago, | had to goto work with Pneumonia. I was so sick that §
went to the hosl:)ital and althoug}‘n | was advised to stay home and rest, yet ! had to go
to work sick because 1 couldn’t afford to not get Paic]. Not on]3 did 1 have to come in
contact with many customers which | could have gotten sick but it also affected my
job Pcrpomance. For example, at mgjob thad to put the cash for the c]ay in a siot,
however since | was so sick | accidentlg threw it in the trashcan. Lucl-cily, the trash had

not been co”ected) SO MYy manager was able to g0 into the dumpster to collect the
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money. The company could have lost more money from me coming to work sick than
it theg ha&Just Paicl me to stag at home and get better. It would have been better for
both me and for my empfoger to give me a Paid sick dagJ because | would have been

more Procluctivc: and wouldr’t have run the risk of gctting customers sick which could

have resulted in a lawstit.

SUPPorting Paicﬂ sick clags lcgislation 18 extreme|3 Emporicant for all businesses and
warkers, csPccEa”g for working mothers such as rmjschc. Thank you for you attention

to this matter.

Sincerely, M@N\m LUM

Shontay Watts




